Guide To...

M ntarly
. - Years

t t S : ~With many thanks to»Lis'a Nelson at St Edwards
: Primary School for creating this guide.




Things to consider

Storage'— Consider how / where you are going to store
~ things like chalk pens, paint etc. as these will likely need to
be brought inside at the end of the day.

- Natural métefials and season's - Supplementary resources
for,'.iweaving,'.transient'art'etc. will change throughout the
seasons. Matérials_We_ have used include; conkers,
pinecones, cut grass, pebbles, herbs, flowers, pumpkins,
twigs, and leaves.

Cleaning - To maintain resources like the mirror trees and
 acrylic easels, they will need cleaning regularly. The
children can help with ,this. All they need is a spray bottle of
water and a shower squéegee. |

Weather— This cén ‘be a friend and a foe! Be prepared to
change your activity or take it in a new direction.

Clothing . Chi"ldren can and will want to get messy! This is
all part of the sensory

expleation process. Think ~ Ask parents
about ho'w ;y_ouwill protec_t.f to donate old
clothes and uniform. gl

use as art
tunics.




TTS resources we
recommend...

‘Mark Making Mirror Trees - AR02101
) Cl_ea_r Acrylic Nature Art Easel- AR10451

- Writing surfaces like these are an excellent addition to the outdoor
learnlng env1ronment as they can be easily attached to walls or
1 fencmg to create InV|t|ng, accessible spaces for mark making. They
* prowde open ended opportun|t|es for children to explore early
writing skills, develop fine and gross motor control, and express
thelr ideas creatlvely By offering a range of mark-making resources,
such as palnt sticks, palnt and chalk pens, educators can support
chlldren s curiosity, encourage experlmentatlon with different
med|a and promote meaningful opportunities for communication,
. selfexpre_ssuon and earLy literacy development through play.

Vertlcal mark making also has lots of developmental benefits.
Worklng on‘an upright surface encourages children to cross the
- midline and strengthen the muscles in their shoulders, arms and
wrlsts helpmg to develop the stability and control needed for later
handwntlng As chlldren stand and move freely while creating
E S they are also developing core strength, posture and spatial
_awareness. within a purposeful and engaging context.




Giant Ootdoor Weaving Shapes - EY01156
Fine Motor Weaving Numbers - EY01081
~ Weaving Frame Tree - AR01659

Weaving-'provides children with lots of opportunities to
| d,evelop_ fine motor skills and hand eye coordination.
Incorpora‘ti‘ng-‘ 'shapesandv numbers encourages children to
recognlse name and discuss mathematical concepts in a
meanlngful context supportlng early mathematical
— development through play The open-ended nature of the
act|V|ty also promotes communication, problem-solving,
;Aperseverance and collaborative learning as children explore
' patterns sequences and different ways to create and
organlse thelr designs. There are also lots of opportunltles
for creatlng patterns and using mathematical language
~ related to length and size.
Weavmg on an uprlght frame such as the tree provrdes
.opportunltlesto develop core and shoulder strength.
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Tuff Tray Paper Insert - EL48540
Tuff Tray Clear Acrylic Insert - EL48544
Chalkboard Table Cover - AR02167

Providing children with a variety of writing textures and surfaces
| encourages them to experiment with different media and discover
their own preferences Large-scale tuff tray paper, chalkboard
table covers and clear acrylic tray inserts create inviting
opportunltles for mark making using a range of resources,
|ncLud|ng paint, chalk pens and paint sticks. The different surfaces
| offer unique sensory experlences and encourage children to adapt
their movements developlng control, coordination and confidence
as they explore how different tools and materials respond. Their
| versatlllty also enables educators to create engaging provocations
for learning',‘s-uch as drawing challenges, pattern-making, letter
Aa-nd _nurnber prompts, or small world scenes. These can be used to
_ ’insp’irevlchildren to revisit the area, extend their thinking and
‘cont‘inue to develop their rnark—making skills through meaningful
play Large writing spaces encourage broad, purposeful
movements that strengthen the muscles needed for later
handwntlng Whlle supporting creativity, communication and self-
expressmn By offering open-ended, accessible experiences,
educators can encourage curiosity and a positive attitude towards
early writing.




Mark making...

Exploring Paint and Patterns Outdoor Kit - AR01648
Chalk Marker Pens - AR03190
'Egg Shaped Chalk - AR01696
Chalk paint - AD48139
Mixed Paint - AD48608
-~ 7 Paint Sticks - ARQ2582

Providing a W'i'de.rah'ge of mérk—making tools within the outdoor
environment ehab[es children to explore and develop their skills in
vdifferent and m'eaningful ways. Resources such as paintbrushes in
~ avariety of sizes, chalk pens, egg-shaped chalk, spray bottles,

' palnt rollers paint sticks and chalk paint each offer unique
‘opportunities for explora‘tlon and creativity. As children experiment
With-different' media, they learn to adjust the amount of pressure
needed to achieve the desired effect, developing hand strength,
control and preC|S|on The varied shapes, sizes and textures of the
_tools also encourage children to use different grips and
movements supportlng the development of fine and gross motor
skllls bllateral coordlnatlon and the muscle strength required for
later handwrltmg Educators can also plan for progression by

o __introducing different tools throughout the year.
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- How we
used the
resources...

paint mixes
paint
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Shape tracing

The mirror: trees are a fantastic open- -ended resource that provide

' endless opportunltles for mark making and early writing. We

began by explorlng srmple mark- maklng patterns, such as zigzags
as the smooth surface allows the chalk pens to glide easily,
maklng |t mvrtlng for chlldren to experiment with different

S L f;_’j movements.

We also mtroduced tracmg by encouraging the children to outline
: ;shapes and the leaves they had collected during their woodland
adventures Th|s helped to develop pencil control and hand
,g""‘strength in a meanlngful play-based way, while maklng links to
Y thelr outdoor learning.




Letter writing

As the year progressed we placed a greater focus on letter
formatron Worklng on a vertical surface encouraged the
chlldren to use the movements and pressure needed to form
g ;___"letters correctly, whlle also supporting shoulder and arm

‘:strength V\/e also spent time developing a correct pencul grip.
Bemg able to see thelr own hand in the mirror helped some
- children notlce and adJust their grip independently. They:
especrally enjoyed watching themselves as they worked,
16 maklng the experlence motivating, engaging, and full of
S opportunltles to buuld confidence in their early wrrtmg skills.




laborative
rtwork

VOVUtdOOI’.S Is the perfect place for large scale
L collaborative art.

We used a ‘r_a':‘n'ge"of:_refso'urces for these projects; acrylic
art easel, chalkboard table cover, clear tuff tray insert
and tuff tray paper with a variety of mark making tools. -

~ Adult set up an invitation to collaborate that linked to

_, our theme of learning e.g., a simple map'.._layout, beach

. s'ce__he,»',ZOO_ map, treasure island etc. The children were
o ".":then invite"d"to add to the art project.

Thls resulted |n lots of mark making and conversatlon
opportunltles |
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tarting": .pioint to hit key learning or vprovide opportunities
for specn‘lc vocabulary, followmg the children’s needs is
s | o also E key priority.

On one occasron some children had built a large train
out of Loose parts crates and planks etc. 7

Some chlldren then decided to create a ticket office and
| began wrltlng a l.ISt of all the ‘train stops on the acrylic
_”._1 easel Havmg the board and chalk pens there at the time
| provuded an instant extension to the play, an ideal
opportunlty for wrltlng and a chance for the Educator to
o extend chllolren S understandlng on the spot
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. ‘_a rg e Maps

Infa sumllar way to the collaboratlve art, adults drew out
a S|mple outl|ne for children to add to.

Thls llnked to both our map work and the stones we had: :
‘ read. S

There was lots of opportunltles for communlcatlon and
collaboratlon as chlldren discussed thlngs they see in
the local area or on their way home

The chlldren were then keen to use the map as part of
| i?"?‘thelr small world play with cars and flgures




1 ' Creatlng
T -,arge Maps




/eaving

- Weavi_n_'g is a great way to develop fine motor skills in a
| playful way.

We tended to leave the weaving shapes, numbers and
tree out as an open -ended activity for the children.

‘.Wef'used‘fbi__h‘;k:a'ridii'g’reen ribbon on the tree to represent
~ the blossom trees we had seen in the playground. In the
e _.A‘Utumni'y\(e plan to use orange, red and brown ribbons.

L 'We also tried weavmg with long strands of grass, which
| ~ led to some fantastic problem solvmg




- We used the shapes on flat surfaces and vertical for an
it extra challenge

| :ﬁ,;%__? The Weavmg shapes also doubled up as shape finders
when covenng shapes in the environment.

i, The chlldren also enjoyed weaving nbbon through the
i numbers and hangmg them in order on a washing line.
-f ,‘,,',»_.--,They then created their own mlssmg number’ game by
| | unpegglng and removing numbers







|l ransient
- The weaving shapes also"bec'ame photo frames for
tranS|ent art.;The childre’nfenjoyed weaving the frame in
i_ .’c"he’é»;i'r.fc-,h:ds,jéh"colo.u r ribbon before creating their own
pi,jcjtgr;e'W‘it_h.i_n,,_-‘uSilhg natural materials.
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Nord Recognition

To make word recognltlon a llttle more fun we painted
them on to a tuff tray using chalk paint.

The chrldren were then told a specific word to find,

| ,"‘ spray and W|pe oﬂE Wlth a paintbrush or spray bottle.

1 Wehadalmeof children wanting to have a -go'!. R




Small World

Set Ups

i ;The bottles of chalk palnt are great for creating your own
small world scenes stralght on to tuff trays or on the
underSIde of the clear tray insert so that children can

| g viatdraw above,

i Creatmg scenes 1S somethlng the children loved gettlng

“ ¢ 4 mvolved wnth'




rge Scale
atlon Station

| Thls was |ncred|bly popular with the children and was an
‘ act|V|ty we revisited several times.

We used a large cardboard box as the frame and stapled a
varlety of ‘junk recycllng materials to it. We included a mix of
shapes textures and materlals such as plastic etc so the
chlldren could explore how the paint covered each surface

dlfferently We also provided a range of painting tools

- |nclud|ng different- 5|zed brushes and rollers. This allowed the

chlldren to expenment with different technlques and discover
’ their own preferences.

‘ ThlS open ended activity created lots of opportunities for
dlscu55|ons around colour mixing, mark making, texture, and
the natural world ‘while encouraging creat|V|ty and

L ; exploratlon
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Note to remember:

Even though you may have carefully
planned a set up, the children may
take it in a different direction. This
provudes perfect opportunities for

you to follovv their lead and support

- their learning.

 Your beautiful set up may appear
- ‘destroyed’ within minutes. This is

~ normal, the children will still enjoy it
- sometimes more!

Most importantly, have fun!

t t S With many thanks to Lisa Nelson at St Edwards
Primary School for creating this guide.
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